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ACS - Early Invasive Therapy

Invasive therapy is an important aspect of the early management of the ACS. Two years ago, Macstrak re-

ported on this issue and outlined the standard of practice at that time.

Hospitals can access invasive therapy for their patients in a variety of
ways. Angiography and angioplasty can be done in onsite labs, as a
transfer to a tertiary hospital, or as a flyer (transferred and repatriated
the same day). Macstrak not only captures angiography/angioplasty
but also the transfer to a tertiary hospital. This combined outcome is a
good marker of the use of early invasive therapy. Macstrak also tracks
the timing of this access and can report on the delays in treatment.

The first graph shows the use of
invasive therapy at anytime dur-
ing the CCU stay. This graph is
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Invasive therapy is also used in
patients with an acute coronary occlusion (STEMI). Angioplasty can
be used to open the closed artery and then stenting prevents reoc-
clusion in the artery opened with either angioplasty or thrombolytic

So, how have we done since then?
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access to invasive therapy for their patients, but even higher rates are
likely appropriate. The next graph shows 2006 year-to-date patients

within 48 hours of CCU admission.

Almost half of patients wait longer than 48 hours to have their inter-
vention initiated. Although there has been progress, there is still
much work to do. We should target both higher intervention rates
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There has been excellent progress!
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End of Year Matters

.- As December 31st falls on a Sunday this year, submission dates do not needto -
. be adjusted for year end. The recorded weeks should proceed as normal (i.e.
December 25—December 31 and January 1— January 7)

The Macstrak Project Office will be closed over the holidays (Dec. 25th to Jan.
. 2nd) but we will be checking our messages. We will answer your questions as . -
quickly as possible.

- There will be a mailout in early December. If you have not received your sup- -
plies by mid-December, please contact the Project Office to ensure that you do
0280 not run out of supplies during the holiday season.

Are you up-to-date?
End of year is the perfect time to make sure that all your contact information at the Mac-
strak Project Office is up-to-date. If your coordinator or chairperson has changed please

let us know. As well, we are trying to get as many email addresses as possible so that we
can email reminders and supply order forms. Let’s aim to cut down our paper consump-

tion in 2007 and let us know your email address so that we can add you to our address
book.

A word of thanks to all our centres who make the Macstrak Project so success-
ful year after year. Compliance in form completion is not always easy so we
applaud all of you who do it so well. We welcome those centres who joined us
in 2006. We trust that as you collect data and communicate the results to
your centre, you will see the benefits of data at work in your hospital.
Have a safe and happy holiday season!

THE MACSTR AK PROJECT OFHCE
University Health Network
The Toronto General Hospital
200 Elizabeth St., 6 E 243
Toronto, ON
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Tel: (416) 595-1683 1-800-661-6123
Fax: (416) 595-1614 1-800-661-6107
Email: macstrak@sympatico.ca
Website: www.uhnresearch.ca/macstrak

Important Dates
Please keep in mind the following deadlines for 4th
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